HIS
SPIRIT
LIVES ON

Memories and anecdotes around the time of
the death of W.W. (Bill) Mitchell on 16th July 1996
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Eulogy
by Sir Charles Court

| was once talking to Bill Mitchell and | told him of my feelings when
Alfred Sandover, of Sandover Medal Fame, died many years ago.
One newspaper remarked : "The only shady thing Alfred Sandover
ever did was to advocate shade trees in St George's Terrace."

Bill's immediate reaction was, "I like that. | only wish someone would
say that about me when | pass on."

Well Bill, I've said it! You've earned it.

William Willaton Mitchell, OBE, FPRIA, was born in China, October
15, 1922.

He died Perth, Western Australia, 16" July 1996.
SPECIAL

He was a very special person.

He had a remarkable career.

He sought no fame, but he set very high standards for himself. He
achieved much and influenced great numbers of people and causes
including many of us here today.

The fact that he was born in China gave him a different background to
most. When you realise his father was in Customs in China for the
British government, it immediately makes him something special and
in an era which seems so long ago in the history of the British Empire
as it then was.

We always regarded Bill as a "died in the wool" Western Australian. In
fact, he came here after being educated at the Ballarat Church of
England Grammar School 1929-39. After this he started his career in
journalism at "The Courier", Ballarat, Victoria. Like so many regional
papers of those times, they trained their staff well.




By 1941, he had commenced four and a half years war service with
the AIF. Typical of Bill Mitchell, he became self trained in electronics
during his service in signals. Also typical of Bill, in clerical mode, he
designed the ordinance stock records system.

After service in Australia, Port Morseby, Lae and Morotai, he returned
to "The Courier".

ABC NEWS SERVICE IN WA

His service as a journalist resulted in his being sent to Perth with a
small team of journalists by the Australian Broadcasting Commission
to start the ABC News Service in WA in 1947 where he served seven
important years as a reporter, roundsman, sub-editor and regional
journalist.

In 1954 he joined "The West Australian” where he served 3 years as
shipping roundsman during turbulent years of waterfront unrest.

His service also included covering the establishment of the Kwinana
industrial area and the Monte Bello atomic tests. These tests he
covered both for "The West Australian” and "The Times", London.

For two years he was chief political roundsman where he
distinguished himself by his ability, his integrity and his fairness.

FIRST ACQUAINTANCE

It was during this period that | first got to know and admire Bill
Mitchell's stand on matters of principle and his insistence on the
media doing its job with straightforwardness and integrity.

As a comparatively new member of the parliament in opposition, | had
the temerity to introduce a bill to amend the Industrial Arbitration Act. |
put a lot of work into this bill and was still brash, inexperienced enough
to assume that it would be considered on its merit by the then
government of the day under the Premiership of A.R.G. (Bert) Hawke -
uncle of Bob Hawke.

| should have known better. Anything to do with the Industrial
Arbitration Act in those days was considered to be the exclusive




preserve of the Labour Party and Trades Hall under the powerful
F.E.(Joe) Chamberlain.

Naturally, it had to be introduced as a private members bill and on a
private members day (Wednesday).

| duly introduced the bill to quickly find out that | had touched a raw
nerve with the then government which promptly adjourned the bill to
be debated on a later private members day - if and when its turn ever
arrived!

The day duly arrived however, much to the surprise of my colleagues.
The government used the opportunity to attempt to maximise political
embarrassment to Charles Court.

Bill Mitchell, being a very faithful, conscientious, capable and
experienced journalist was aware of the government's tactics. Quite
apart from the rather unkind things they were going to say about me
when their nominated speakers spoke on the bill, it was to be to a very
heavily packed gallery full of vocal and well rehearsed trade union
supporters.

Bill Mitchell came to me well before the session started and said,
"Have you got any prepared text for when you get to the time to reply
to your bill?"

"I have the notes | have prepared on the bill generally, but not
specifically for the reply”, | said. "I'm assuming | will have to think on
my feet and reply to whatever unkind things they have said about my
bill in the course of their remarks."

He said :

"It will not be like that. If you know this place, when a bill like yours is
introduced by a Liberal, the scene when you respond will be so
explosive it will be well nigh impossible for anybody to report what you
have to say.

"It is not my business, but | think somebody should tell you that you
should have some well prepared notes that you can make available
beforehand to give to Hansard and to the media. Stick strictly to those




notes through hell and high water, otherwise there will be nothing to
record with any confidence."

By this time | had got to know Bill Mitchell as a courteous and
respectful journalist who seemed to be genuine with any approaches
he made to you for answers to questions and the like, so | thought it
wise to take him seriously.

| duly prepared some notes on what the Labour Party had said publicly
about the bill and, of course, more particularly what had come from
Trades Hall from whence would come the greatest influence on the
debate.

What resulted made Bill's rather frightening advice seem like an
understatement of the day. All one could do was to press manfully
onward, doing nothing more than to mouth in as bold and loud a way
as one could the words that were recorded in my statement in the
hope the press and the Hansard would be able to get something
intelligible out of them.

It worked!

The way the words came out in the printed versions in the media,
spoken on the ABC and other radio, and in Hansard, you would have
thought | had been in full command of the situation! | can tell you with
complete conviction that, if | had not had the notes distributed before
my response, the report in the media and in Hansard would have
indicated that | had been completely frustrated in my effort to give an
intelligent response to my bill.

Needless to say, the bill was defeated, as they say in the classics, "on
party lines".

THE BRAND GOVERNMENT

When the 1959 WA general election produced the Coalition
Government under David Brand (later Sir David Brand), Bill Mitchell
accepted an appointment as the Western Australian State
Government's first Public Relations Director.




In this position, he was responsible directly to the Premier and was a
tower of strength, not only to the Premier, but to any of his Ministers
who had a particular need.

Bill travelled twice around the world with David Brand who had
tremendous faith in Bill's integrity and his ability and dedication.

A CLEAR THINKER

Bill was a clear thinker, unperturbed in a crisis and a master of
strategies when it came to presenting a story to the cabinet or to the
media or the public.

Bill was always opposed to taking petty, small time, unprincipled
advantage of others, even if the going was tough.

By arrangement with the Premier, David Brand, Bill Mitchell was made
available to me in my capacity as Minister for Industrial Development
and the North West. There was good reason for this; the whole basis
of our bold policy for the 1959 election and for the 1960's was to
completely change the direction of Western Australia from a
mendicant, claimant State to a State which was going to unlock it's
natural wealth and greatly expand it's population from the virtual
handful of people we had at that time to a great contributing State,
both in our own and national interests.

Bill's talents and his energies seemed to be inexhaustible. Millions of
words in speeches, media statements, film scripts, interstate, national
and international submissions and other forms of communication
followed.

Some very fine publications and films were produced as part of the
overall strategy of selling and developing our State nationally and
internationally to achieve a breakthrough and new standards within
Western Australia.

It is significant that all of the state's policy speeches from 1962 to 1983
were written by Bill Mitchell.

Do not get me wrong, he did this in his proper capacity and with
proper regard and respect for his official role, but | have to say that




there were more times when Bill was having to prompt and inspire
some Ministers than the other way around.

They all learnt to respect and value his judgement.
NEW FIELDS TO CONQUER

Knowing Bill Mitchell as most of us did, it was only natural that after a
while he would want to seek new grounds to work.

In 1969 he left government service. With his typical thoroughness he
visited 20 countries for more personal background, started a family
home building company but very wisely made a strategic withdrawal
when a prevailing boom collapsed.

It was in 1970 that he started W.W. Mitchell & Associates as a public
relations and policy consultancy. In this capacity he gave advice and
service, not only to the State Government, but to major firms operating
locally and nationally.

He continued to write government documents. One major document
of this kind was the 80,000 word work "Policy for the 80's", written
under considerable pressure for the State Liberal Government in
1980.

HIS CONTRACT DURING MY PREMIERSHIP

He came on contract as an adviser and consultant to me as Premier
from 1974 to 1982. It was a very effective, smooth and harmonious
arrangement, something you can only have when you have two people
who respect one another and are prepared to freely and frankly
volunteer and respond to situations.

It was one of my great joys to put forward to Her Majesty the Queen,
the recommendation that William Willaton Mitchell be awarded THE
ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE for services to the state over
more than 20 years, including service, of course, on Royal Visits to
Western Australia and service to Governors General and two State
Governors.




ENTREPRENEURIAL ACTIVITY

When, in 1983, Bill Mitchell began to include in his consultancy works
some participation in entrepreneurial activityy, he had already
withdrawn from direct service to governments to avoid any suggestion
of conflict of interest.

Typical of Bill, he disassociated himself from a project which he had
assisted to raise some $50 million dollars for a major city development
because he considered that undesirable elements had entered the
company that was involved.

COLIN WALDON PRIA AWARD

In 1984, Bill Mitchell received the Colin Waldon award from the Public
Relations Institute of Australia (PRIA) in WA. This was a memorable
award and given with a lot of sincerity and applause by the institute
and it's members "FOR AN OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO
THE FIELD OF PUBLIC RELATIONS IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA".

BILL MITCHELL THE EDUCATOR

It is significant that in 1988, not for the sake of his own advancement
or income, but because of an obligation he felt to the PRIA, he took
over development of the public relations degree course in the Curtin
Business School.

As it happened, through a set of unusual circumstances, this turned
out to be something of a bonus to public relations students enrolled on
Curtin campus when they had direct access to the outstanding brain
and the great experience of Bill Mitchell in media, government and
private enterprise.

It is significant that over six years involvement in public relations
enrolments rose on Curtin campus from 80 per semester to 400, while
overseas enrolments taught in Singapore and Kuala Lumpur rose to
120.

He retired as full time course controller in December 1993, but he
continued some part time teaching the following year.




CITY OF CANNING

An unusual but very effective appointment of Bill Mitchell was as one
of ten honorary advisers to the City of Canning where a Commissioner
had been appointed following the dismissal of the council. In this he
served for one year, attending twice a month and with good effect.

"R.A.G.E."

In 1993/94 Bill Mitchell joined with an associate firm to undertake a
successful campaign known as "RAGE" (Retailers Against
Government Enterprise) which achieved its objective even though it
appeared as though the Federal Airports Corporation (FAC) had
immunity from state control on the issue of rental shopping on Perth
airport land.

| know Bill thoroughly enjoyed this little episode as it was the sort of
challenge that he seemed to thrive on. It gave him a thrill to be
notified that the RAGE campaign made he and his colleagues state
finalists for the Australian Marketing Institute Awards for Excellence in
the category of Marketing Communications.

PRINCIPLES

Above all else, Bill Mitchell was a person of great Christian principles
and a great patriot.

He had a great love of the Australian Flag and was prepared to do
whatever he thought necessary to defend it against the threats of
those who wanted to replace it.

It is fair to say that in these and other issues, Bill had something of a
PASSION. It did you good to feel something of that PASSION and
work closely with him.

In all of this he was blessed with a wonderful wife in Mavis. They were
happily married for 52 years.

We always had a standing ritual when | phoned 457 2469 and a
female voice would answer, "W.W. Mitchell and Associates". | would
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They were a great team and they brought up a great family believing in
responsibilities before rights and principles before expediency.

Our love goes out to Mavis and to the children : Helen, Cynthia,
Beverly, John, Russell, and their spouses and to the grandchildren,
together with Bill's brother, Jack and his wife, who are here today.

Bill's profession of journalism and public relations and associated
writing and other activities are the better for his life and work.

His community, his state and his nation are better for his life and work.

Being a fanatic for having strategies to cope with every situation, |
have no doubt our Bill is already preparing the first draft of his
submission to present to the Almighty on Monday as to how we can
achieve a better result on earth for those words of the Lord's Prayer :

Our Father in heaven

Hallowed be Thy name

Thy Kingdom come

Thy will be done on earth

As itis in heaven

He will be explaining that we are not doing well enough on earth and
its about time we adopted a more aggressive strategy!

Farewell dear friend!

Thank you for what you did whilst amongst us.

..000000..



Homily
by Rev Peter Gibbons
of Willetton Anglican Church

Today, in the midst of grief, we have recalled the life of Bill Mitchell -
journalist, political advisor, lecturer, husband, father, brother, friend.

| didn't have the opportunity of knowing him as closely as many of you.
| suspect he was not a man about whom one could easily remain
neutral - no colourless man.

Even as he battled cancer in hospital his strength of will, and
intellectual grasp on things, remained to me quite awesome.

Just before he died, I told him how | respected him for his courage and
determination and added, "Now | think it's time to rest". For there is a
place where the strongest wills and most profound intellects come to
the end of themselves. So | reminded Bill to never forget, "Jesus
loves you!"

That other man of determination and strength about whom one cannot
be neutral, of whom we have just read - Jesus of Nazareth, who, in the
face of death spoke those words that quiver with life and hope : "Do
not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my
father's house are many rooms, if it were not so, | would have told you.
| am going there to prepare a place for you."

There is something so simple and yet profoundly certain about it! The
God Jesus knew and showed is such a homely God; there is so much
room in his heart for us.

And Jesus himself promises to give us a personal entree. This is
indeed a friend at court - a friend in high places - the highest place!
"And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you
with me, that you also may be where | am."

And yet doubts and fears troubled the disciples - grieved at the
imminent loss of their flesh and blood companion, fearful of the
unknown.



These same doubts, fears and griefs assail us when we are in such
close proximity to our human frailty and vulnerability - at the end we
are stripped - and we know it.

"Lord, we don't know when you are going, how can we know the way?"
Jesus answered, "I am the way, the truth and the life; no one comes to
the father except through me". Like many of us, the Jews thought of
the ‘'way' as a life of good deeds, striving to keep all the demands of
the law. But Jesus tells us the answer lies not in trusting our own
efforts but Jesus himself - for he is a person, vibrant with the life of
God, one who both challenges and comforts - at the last he says :
"You will need to let go of yourself - become like a little child and put
yourself in my hands. Come, follow me!"

..000000..



Jack’s speech

Jack spoke about their early years , when as two small boys their
mother brought them from China to her home town of Ballarat in
Victoria. Unfortunately, she became ill and the boys were placed as
boarders in the Church of England Grammar school - then a small
school of around 120 boys, mainly boarders.

Life was rather rigorous with daily cold showers being mandatory in
both Summer and Winter and the food being adequate for health but
not satisfying growing boys’ appetites.

He remembered how Bill was always totally involved in everything. He
not only wrote the play, but directed it and also took the lead part!

However, Jack felt that the school - together with the holidays spent
on an Uncle’s farm just out of Ballarat - gave them good foundations
upon which to build their lives.



WHAT MY FATHER MEANT TO ME

By Helen

Here are a few thoughts about my father and what he meant to me.

| think more than anything Dad taught us to think and to question to look at
all sides of a problem and then, on deciding the right way to go, to then do
something about it.

He also challenged us to greater heights. | remember when | was at
University and | said to Dad, "You know | think I'm going to fail this year".
He said, "You mean to say you haven't decided to pass?". | sought of
mumbled trying to explain my difficulties. And he just repeated what he
had just said. | did pass and obtained my degree.

He loved simplicity.

His only sandals were plastic ones he'd bought from Coles more than 30
years ago.

His glasses he'd bought for a few dollars from Red Dot Stores and loved to
demonstrate their indestructibility and swears they were the best pair of
glasses he'd ever had.

He never owned a new car except for two Zetas - small fibre-glass bubbles
with motor-bike engines that he paid $400 each for - one of which, much to
the amusement of my friends | would drive to university.

He was overwhelmingly generous

| was once commenting on a particular calligraphy pen Dad was using so
he picked up all the pens on his desk, including the one he was using and
gave them all to me. He was equally generous to friends, family and
strangers.

Dad loved gadgets.

Mum would despair as Dad would come home with another unwanted
gadget that he'd become fascinated with.



He enjoyed fixing things

It was a common saying in our house, "Don't worry about it, Grandpa will fix
it when he comes down". He would attempt to fix anything, from locks on
the doors to leaking taps, from the sheer joy of problem-solving but also to
make things last as long as possible. He would buy a tube of shoe repair
and mend the cracked soul of his shoe rather than buy a new pair.

He was always thinking of several things at once and it was hard to get his
attention.

When driving us to school on his way to work he would often drive straight
past the school eventually screeching to halt as our pleas finally caught his
attention.

He always forgot to put the money in the parking meters and Mum swore
that they kept the Perth City Council going with Dad's parking fines.

He inspired us, challenged us and above all, he taught us to think for
ourselves.

Dad's aim was to serve, in whatever way he could, his fellow man and his
country. He put his heart and soul into everything he did - whether it was
helping someone who's car had broken down on the freeway or writing an
important speech. To me his life was prayer in action.

Six years ago, he wrote a poem called "The Prison of My Body" and he
was crying out that he had so much he wanted to do but his continuous ill
health prevented him from doing it.

I'm sure now he is free to do more than we will ever know and his spirit is
still with us and he is at peace.

For those of you he has helped, make an effort to pass it on to someone
else. In this way his wish that all people in this country will live in a just
and harmonious way - feeling they are one people, in one country, will be
fulfilled.

..000000..



A PUBLIC RELATIONS HIGHLIGHT

A story read by Don

| would like to relate a story which Dad told many times over the past
few weeks and he referred to it as the highlight of his public relations
career. It is disarmingly simple but he singled out this story from
among all his grand achievements.

He told it like this.

A rough looking fellow dressed in working clothes came into my
office. Without introducing himself he just sat down and said,
"Going broke! A friend said you could help me". | asked him to tell
me about himself.

He was a self-employed roof repairer and every time he asked for
payment people would give him less than he asked for. His utility
was almost falling apart and he couldn't afford to employ a good
offsider. He was very close to being forced to give up his business.

I said, "l think | can help you but | need to do something for a few
minutes. Janet, my secretary, will make you a cup of tea. Just
relax until | get back”.

He looked anxiously at his watch and ask how much this was going
to cost. | said, "Your mate is a friend of mine and so now you are
a friend too. We're mates! No charge!” He relaxed and accepted
the cup of tea.

I went to the graphics studio next door and asked them to draw a
raindrop and next to it, the title "Raindrop Roof Repairs” with the
man's name and address underneath as a letterhead. | asked them
to print off 100 copies.

| returned to my office and chatted with him for a while. ~ Soon the
pile of letterheads arrived and | gave it to him explaining, "You have
been acting like a tradesman instead of like a company. You need
to make people realise that you are a business. Your company's
name is now "Raindrop Roof Repairs". From now on you should
not ask for the money verbally but send an account in a business-



like manner on the letterheaded paper. But it won't work unless you
are committed to it".

He looked at the letterheads and thought for a moment. "Might
work!", he said.

This all took just half an hour. He left my office and | never saw him
again but a few months later | got a phone call and a voice started
the conversation with, "Got a new ‘ute!”. For a moment | didn't
know who was speaking as he hadn't mentioned his name. Then
suddenly it dawned on me and | said, "Raindrop Roof Repairs?".
"Yes”, he said, "It worked!"

This story reflects some aspects of Dad's character and how we came
to know him, as his children.

Dad loved to seize hold of problems and come up with imaginative
solutions. He always wanted to make a difference.

We couldn't ignore his advise even if we didn't like it. He taught us to
question ourselves and challenged us to look at things in different
ways.

..000000..
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MY DAD BELIEVED IN SPEAKING OUT
By Beverly
My Dad believed in speaking out

He was fearless in speaking out about the things he believed were
important

He believed in helping others to do the same

He believed in getting his facts right

He pulled no punches

My Dad was not perfect

He drove too fast

He was always late

He ate all the sultanas

He always laughed the loudest at his own jokes

My Dad loved life

He sometimes took us swimming in Winter when the wind was
howling and the sea was foaming wildly. We would run down onto
Ampol Beach with our bathers, towels, jumpers and blanket. Then a
brief huddle under the blanket before we ripped off our jumpers, and
ran into the surf like mad things. It was exhilarating and wonderful.
We knew we were alive, and we loved it.

My Dad accepted me as | am

He held me when | was frightened
He made me feel special
He believed in me

My Dad was my best friend

Beverly Anne Mitchell.
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Natasha’s speech at the memorial service

We all loved him.

| will miss him.

| will miss the way he laughed.

I will miss the way he talked to me.

| will miss the way he gave the kids finger punches.
| think he is better than being in pain.

..000000..



EYES RIGHT

A poem by W.W. Mitchell, read by Cynthia

| do not care for "left" or "right",
But call me out and | will fight
To end a wrong, to put things right!

No matter what some people say,
I don't go in for shades of grey,

From right or wrong you choose your way.

It's wrong to pull our land apart
On grounds of race. I'd rather start
By building bonds from heart to heart.

It's wrong to generate such hate
Where work is done. It's not too late
To build up teamwork, mate to mate.

It's wrong to get your way by force,
Whatever viewpoint you endorse,
Persuasion is the proper course.

It's right to have respect for law,
Defence of freedom's what it's for,
Destroy it and you're free no more.

To love our land is right by me -
To serve it well, with loyalty,

And fight to keep its people free.
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YOUR MY DAD WHEREVER YOU ARE
by Cynthia

A few days after Dad died | had several phone calls from friends,
some | had almost lost touch with, including a bridge friend, Mike who
had apparently met Dad through his work. “My deepest sympathies”,
he said. “He was a real gentleman’.

In an age where real gentlemen are becoming as uncommon as dodo
eggs Dad stood out.

Where good samaritans gathered together, Dad stood out.

As a patron of unpopular causes Dad stood out. He stood on a
mountain of courage and conviction.

Amongst loving fathers Dad stood out. How infinite that love was
when we needed help and support. How much we came to rest on
that rock of love in times of trouble.

How hard it is to say goodbye. Dad I love you, wherever you are.
When my time comes | know you'll be there to guide me through that
last goodbye as the glory of this world passes away and | move on

to the next.

Your loving daughter Cynthia.



John 14, verses 1to 7
Read by Russell
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would
have told you. | go to prepare a place for you.

And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive
you unto myself; that where | am, there ye may be also.

And whither | go you know, and the way ye know.
Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and
how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the

truth, the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from
henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.

..000000..



TO DAD - from John

| see Dad as a man of influence.

Not because he was famous or held important positions but
because of the influence he had on everyone he met.

Most of us spend a lifetime trying to attain personal goals.

Dad's personal goal was an absolute commitment to people.

No matter who dad met, important public figures, or the countless
people he stopped on the freeway to help, Dad treated everyone

with the same love and attention - as family.

Dad's legacy is more lasting than money or property. It is the
memories of the example he set.

Memories of his love, trust, commitment, and dedication will live
forever.

| will always treasure dad's influence on my life.

..000000..



Luke's Story

Maria didn't expect that Luke would really be able to take in the
meaning of his grandpa's death so she was amazed by his reaction
when she told him. He knew exactly what she was trying to say and
became quite distraught. He then said, "But who will be grandma's
friend? I’ ve got to see her straight away."

Adam's Story

During grandpa's illness, Maria wanted to prepare Adam for the worst.
She explained that he was very ill. Adam came straight to the point
and said, "Are you trying to say he will die?"

When grandpa died Marie was again hard pressed to find words to
break the news to Adam but again he was managing it in his own way
as he responded very philosophically, "Grandpa is still here. His spirit
is watching us"

Natasha's Story

Natasha overheard the adults discussing who should say what for the
funeral service and she said, "I want to say something!" We were
taken aback and asked her what she might say and she carefully
wrote down on a small piece of paper thoughts that came from her
heart. This was thoroughly rehearsed before the memorial service
and on the day the same small piece of paper was unfolded before a
large audience and she recited in a clear, confident voice that would
have made her Grandpa proud.

John's story (John Mitchell)

On the day after Dad died the family gathered at 9 Elgon Hill to decide
about notices for the paper. When this was finalised John took the
notices to lodge them at the local newsagency at Willetton Shopping
Centre. When he handed the notices across the counter the woman

immediately became distressed and asked, "Is this Bill Mitchell of



Eigon Hill?". "Yes", responded John. She said, "He was a special
man!" and she rushed into the back room, upset and crying.

John did not know what was going on as he was not aware of any
connection with this lady. In fact the lady, Sya, had become
acquainted with Dad when he bought the paper and he had helped her
in several ways. She was clearly moved by the news of his death and
she hesitated to take payment for the notices.

There are many instances like this where Dad has touched so many
people's lives in sO many ways.
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SARA AND MILES' STORY

Sara and Miles were privileged to say good bye to Grandpa the
afternoon before his death.

We were all able to express our love to him at this time.

He was still quite bright and able to communicate his love to us.
This was a blessing to us. The seriousness of his illness had been
discussed with both Sara and Miles throughout his time in hospital.

After the visit on Tuesday afternoon Miles was unsettled and we
often talked about Grandpa and how he was about to die.
When Russell and John went to the hospital late that night Miles
was still awake and wanted to stay with Sharon until we heard how
Grandpa was. Once Russell rang to tell us that Grandpa had died,
Miles quietly cried and fell asleep in the bed with Sharon.

Sara knew the seriousness of Grandpa's illness. She was very
disturbed and upset after she visited him, but when at the hospital
she was very aware to make the most of the time together. She
was her usual bubbly and demonstrable self. In their last
conversation Grandpa asked to see her pins and plate from her
arm. Unfortunately we didn't have them with us to show him and he
was asleep the last time we visited the hospital a few days before.

Both children wished to be at the memorial service and hear all
about his life history. They continue to talk about him and he will be
in their memory for the rest of their lives.



Notices in the paper

MITCHELL (William Willaton) (Bill) Much loved husband of Mavis and
father of Helen, Cynthia, Beverley, John, Russell and Douglas (dec).
Thanks for 52 wonderful years together dear. Mavis

For the love of our wonderful Dad. A loving memory with us all.
Helen, Cynthia, Beverley, John, Russell

In loving memory of Dad and Grandpa. We will miss you your hugs
and finger punches. Russell, Sharon, Sara and Miles

Your love and courage will always be an inspiration. Cynthia, George
and Natasha

Dear Dad, you were my best friend. Love Beverley

"One must become part of the action and passion of one's times at the
cost of having been thought never to have lived at all." A. C. Doyle
Bill's life was an absolute commitment to that action and passion and
those of us who had the privilege to know him will never forget the
contribution he has made to us all. Our love and sympathy to his wife
Mavis and family. The Thornton Family, John, Bev, John, George,
Chris, Tim and Betty

As the Autumn of our lives comes upon us we others tend to forget the
people most responsible for the success we eventually achieve.
Thanks for helping us to make it all possible. You will be greatly
missed. Stan Bird and staff of the Regal Theatre and Interstar

Warmly remembered by colleagues in the School of Management,
Curtin University, for his generous spirit and unique contribution to
the School and all of his students who were enriched by knowing him.

An important part of the State's postwar history passes away with Bill.
Sadly missed. Lance McMahon, Curtin University School of
Marketing

Bill was a valued colleague and mentor to staff and students alike.
We will miss his unique contribution and extraordinary sense of



purpose. Our deepest sympathies to Mavis and the entire Mitchell
family. The School of Marketing, Curtin University

Deepest sympathy to Mavis and family on the sad loss of Bill. He was
a valued colleague and will be missed very much. From the Deputy
Vice-Chancellor and all staff of Curtin Business School, Curtin
University of Technology

Sympathy and love to Mavis and all family. From Ann and Bob

Will be sadly missed for both his friendship and his wonderful outlook
on life. Deepest condolences to Mavis and family. Love Viv and
Mick Donnes

It is with sincere regret that the Willetton Elector's Association
learned of Bill's passing. A fine man in every respect. Condolences to
his wife, Mavis and family.

To Mavis and family, our sincere sympathy and love at Bill's passing.
A man of stature and supporter of too many. A true friend. Betty and
Stuart Clarke

It was a privilege to have worked with Bill - an admired and talented
journalist. Sympathy to Mavis and families Derrick Flynn

Bill was a valued colleague whose leadership and contribution to the
industry will be sorely missed. Deepest sympathy to Mavis and family.
From all staff, The Rowland Company, Perth

Leaving memories of our dear Bill. Deepest sympathy to Mavis,
Helen, Cynthia, Beverley, John, Russell and families. We will miss
him very much. Gordon and Helen Wilkins and family

Deepest sympathy to Mavis and family on your sad loss. From
Executive Committee and Management of the Western Australian
Cricket Association

A tribute to the fine Christian friend and advisor for 40 years. A man
who made an enormous contribution to the life of the Then Methodist
Church in South Perth in the 1950s and 60s. A gifted person who
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A true professional and respected business colleague who will be
sadly missed. Deepest sympathy to Mavis and all her family. From
Vince Acainovich

To John and Maria and boys sincerest sympathy in the loss of your
father (grandfather). Our thoughts and prayers and are with you and
the Mitchell family. Aiden and Julie , Stephen and Maria, Bernard
and Janet.

Saddened at the loss of this honourable and highly principled man. A
great loss to the community. Jan and Mick Tiler

Deepest sympathy to the Mitchell family. Bill's wisdom and guidance
will be sadly missed. David Sweet, Marianne Shaddick, Anne-Marie
Devereux, Bridget, Tighe, Monique Wilcock and Tracey Burns of
Alinta Gas Public Affairs Branch.

A friend and advisor whose assistance we greatly valued. Sincere
condolences to Mavis and family. Rex and Joanne Whittome

My deepest condolences to Mavis and family at this time of sorrow.
Bill ‘s enthusiasm, commitment and sincerity in wanting a better world
for all will be sadly missed. Ricky Anderson, MP, Member for
Canning

Deepest sympathy to Mavis and family. The community has lost a
brilliant mind and a true gentieman. Wally and Maureen Daly

A fine man, a kind gentle, unselfish man with personal standards we
looked up to the proudly promoted our great state and will be deeply
missed. Condolences to Mavis and family. Richard Court, Premier
of Western Australia and Jo Court

Bill Mitchell will be remembered by public relations people in WA as a
leader in the profession, a respected and energetic mentor of young
professionals and a first class practitoner. As a member of the
College of Fellows he has made an enormous contribution to the
advancement of the profession. We will seriously miss our well loved
colleague. Lesley Tannahill, on behalf of State Council and
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Sincere sympathy to Mavis and family. Thanks Bill, for your keen
tactical mind and enthusiasm. The pleasure was ours working with
you. R.A.G.E.

A crusader with high principles which he upheld with dedication,
courage and rare ability to communicate. He was our friend and we
are grateful. Love and sympathy to Mavis and family. Jack and
Thelma Bridge

Truly a man for all seasons. His dedication, determination and
commitment to others, his family and his country is an example that
few could ever hope to achieve. To Mavis and her family our deepest
sympathy, as we will all sincerely miss him. Joy and Neil Carter

Deepest sympathy to all the family on the loss of your loved one. F &
M Shaft, Thornlie

Fond memories of a gentle man. Sincere sympathy to Mavis and
family. Marie and Mike

Deepest sympathy to Mavis and family from Mayor and Counsellors
of the City of Canning

A tribute to a highly regarded WA journalist. Bill will be remembered
as a free-thinking loyal union member throughout his career.
Members and Committee, Australian Journalists Association
Section, MEAA (WA Branch)

A tribute to Bill, the personification of integrity and principle. Deepest
sympathy to Mavis and all the family. Patrick and Daphne Finn and
family.

Our sincere sympathies to Mavis, Helen, Cymi, Bev, John, Russ and
family. It is a great privilege to have been able to share Bill's
remarkable insight, wisdom and caring that he showed us all. The
Willock family

To Mavis and the family, Bill's wisdom and friendship is of greater
importance to me now than ever and | shan't forget aura of goodness
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you all during those memorable moments. Thanks, with love, Ken
Spalding

The public relations profession has lost a leader. Bill was fiercely true
to his principles and inspired a new generation of young professionals.
His wise counsel will be missed. Deepest sympathy to the Mitchell
family. From all staff Robertson-Hill and Knowiton

| think of Bill as my colleague, my mentor, my mate. One cannot meet
a person so selfless and generous of spirit as WW without having a
profound effect on one's own life and values. This has been my
experience . Our sympathies to you, Mavis. However, we all know
the big man's spirit will continue to live within us all. John, Shan and
Tristan Alert

A truly great person in principles ability and goodwill.  Sincere
sympathy to his family. My privilege to have worked with him.
George Cooper, Director Industrial Development (1964-1971)

We say farewell to an outstanding member of Rostrum and contributor
for over 30 years. His inspiration and impact was always of the
highest order and influenced many both near and far. His example of
a life filled to the brim lives on. The President and Members of No 5
Rostrum Club

The Board of Management of Beehive Industries of WA (Inc)
extends to Mavis, our dedicated Past President, deepest sympathy on
the passing of her Bill who served Beehive Industries as a respected
Trustee.

A man of courage and principle who gave long, loyal and valued
service to the Liberal Party and the Government of Western Australia.
Deepest sympathy to his wife and family. David Honey, State
President, on behalf of the Members of the Liberal Party of WA

A towering figure in journalism, politics and public relations in Western
Australia's recent history, a lateral thinking and a warm hearted and
stimulating mentor to the young and his not so young colleagues.
Deepest sympathy to Mavis and family from Rosemarie and Peter
Ellery



A tribute to the life of Bill, an inspirational man of perception, principle,
commitment, purpose and courage. His passing leaves the world a
poorer place. Deepest sympathy to Mavis and family from Rob
O'Connor

Warmly remembered for his energy, knowledge and enthusiasm by
the College of Fellows of the Public Relations Institute of
Australia. Deepest sympathy to the Mitchell family.

An outstanding citizen of strong Christian, ethical and patriotic
principles who contributed much. He was a good and loyal friend.
Charles Court

Treasured memories of Victoria Avenue days, love Jan
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Exerpts from the hundreds of
cards received

| considered it a privelege to have met such a great man as Bill.
Don Randall

We have very fond memories of Bill’s visits which will remain with us
forever. Our thoughts and love is with you and the family.
Allan, Barbara, Ashley and Hailey

| was very sorry to hear of Bill's passing. He really was a wonderful
man and a great credit to his profession and community.
Michell Leuri (former student)

We have all been thinking of you. | can never imagine Uncle Bill any
way but bursting with health and energy and enthusiasm. Although we
never had the privilege of spending much time with Bill, our few
sessions together were great fun and we always enjoyed a good
argument. We will miss him very much.

Rosemary, Guilio, Amanda, John-Paul, Lisa, Katie and Suzie.

A trusty friend who gave so much of himself in guidance and support
in time of need and will long be remembered for his kindness,
integrity, courage and contribution to the state.

John Hearman and family

It is not often that a man of such stature as Bill touches whole
townships and by his compassion and skill provides a fitting memorial
for ali time.

President and members, Singleton Progress Association

| have always been proud of the fact that | worked for Mr Mitchell when
he first went to the Premier's Dept. He impressed me with his strong
feelings for his family. You have my deepest sympathy.

Rona Landquist

Dear Grandma, I'm sorry that Grandpa passed away. | loved him.
Love from Natasha. P.S. |love you too.
Natasha



He was such a fine man as are yourself and your children. God bless
you during the years ahead.
Robin and John De Laeter.

Bill was a special person and an outstanding member of the Liberal
Party in past years. His wisdom will be very much missed in Liberal
Circles. Barbara Scott. MLC

| always remember him as a person with that rare quality - integrity.
John Dallimore

We have all lost a great man and friend. We have all learned great
lessons from Bill who helped everybody in life.
Muriel and Joe Reeves

| know the lovely memories you have of the years you were together
will always be with you.
Thelma

So many of us have been blessed through knowing him and how rich
and fortunate you must feel to have spent your lifw with a man who
was bigger than life itself.

Kim Pentar

A mind as clear and sparkling as a well-cut diamond;

An integrity as solid as polished mahogany;

A focus as intense as a burning ray from a magnifying glass;

A wit as dry and pointed as a rapier,

A compassion as comforting as a hot toddy on a winters’ night.
Colin and Wendy Evans

Bill has touched so many lives with his ideals, beliefs and guidance.
He has so enriched all our lives - a life that has been truly
outstanding, supported by a partner who never wavered in her
understanding, sympathy and tolerance - and love.

Ellida Agrez



Notes in memory of Bill Mitchell

Written in a book after the funeral service
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OFFICE OF THE PREMIER

197 ST GEORGE'S TERRACE, PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6000

Our Ref: 2207/KD TELEPHONE (00) 2220688 TELEX 95078 FACSMLE (09) 322 1213

Mrs Mavis Mitchell
9 Elgon Hill
WILLETTON VA 6155

Dear Mrs Mitchell

On behalf of the Government and people of Western Australia I want to extend
our sincere condolences at this time of your sad loss. :

The period in which your husband served this State was marked by great
developments and decisions which will affect the life of all Western Australians
for generations to come.

The responsibility he had was great and the service he gave to Western Australia
had the hallmarks of strength and integrity and was highly valued, especially by
my father and the team of men and women with whom he worked.

I am sure you will be aware of the many people in politics and elsewhere who
turned to him for assistance, especially in times of trouble. His help and
guidance revealed a great depth of kindness and affection which tinged
everything he did.

I hope that knowledge of the high regard and affection which so many of us had
for Bill will help you and your family through this time of grief. ‘

My personal condolences are joined with the assurance of the prayers of my
family.

With kind regards.

Yours sincerely

preE g

RICHARD COURT MLA
PREMIER ,
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1317 Albany Highway, Cannington 6107, WA
Telephone: 231 0606
Fax No. 458 2353

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
Enquiries : Dr M S Lekias JP

Telephone : 231 0630
Our Ref : AP/1/2

16 July 1996

Mrs Mavis Mitchell
9 Elgon Hill
WILLETTON WA 6155

Dear Mrs Mitchell

On behalf of the City of Canning I would like to convey to you our deepest sympathy on the untimely
passing away of your husband Bill.

Bill will be remembered as a very dedicated member of the Advisory Panel under the leadership of
Commissioner Gregorini from April 1991 to May 1992. As I was also a member of the Advisory
Panel during that time I remember the keenness with which Bill undertook those duties.

i )please accept our condolences.

M S Lekias JP (Dr)
MAYOR, CITY OF CANNING




Mottedoe
/é}%(if—m Guoliabn bocl

%«J/ (9 193,

= Dent Inavee
2 4 (%ﬂvm%@ ‘"o Gl

5 i basomg of il B g i i s bty



Personal from European Office
W. R. B. Hassell, LL.B., M.A_, ].P. Western Australia House
Agent General for Western Australia 115 Strand

London WC2R OA]

United Kingdom

- _ Tel: 0171-240 2881
Fax: 0171-240 6637
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SWAN COTTAGE
HOMES INCORPORATED

A non-profit charitable benevolert body administering the retirement
‘ Founder and Chairman  village - Nursing Home Bentley and associated facilities.
RICHARD CLEAVER C.BE,, J.P.

Teleph 09 3672330  Registered Office
slephone The Administration Centre, 26 Plantation Drive,

Bentley, W.A. 6102
Telephone (09) 361 7899, Facsimile (09) 470 2017

PERSONAL

o

2 August 1996

Mrs Mavis Mitchell

9 Eigon Hill
WILLETTON WA 6155
My dear Mavis,

Although the days have slipped by since you lost Bill, this note comes to you from Richard
and Mavis Cleaver with a very real sense of fellowship and sympath Y. :

It was not possible for me to be with you at the funeral but | do want you to know | have
held Bill in high esteem, for many years. His close association with Sir Charles Court, the
Liberal Party, the Freedom League and other organisations | have admired.
It so happened that Bill and | were not exactly partners in an y activity but each of us knew
that we were available for comment and a sharing of views. You have lost, Mavis, a very
wonderful husband and the community a popular and most effective worker.

We commend you to God's care and feel sure that all the family will thank our Heavenly
| Father for an outstanding husband and father in Bill.

Our love.

Yours sincerely

Richard Cleaver CBE JP
Founder/Chairman
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39 Stawell Street,
Kew, Veatoria 3101
(03)9853 5533

19 July 1996

oy

It was in Sydney, at the PRIA national convention a mere eight months ago, that
I'last saw Bill, and he looked then as strong and as healthy as when I first met
him fourteen years earlier — and not a day older.

For people like me, then, it is very hard to believe that Bill is no longer with us,
and even harder to accept. :

“To leave the world a better place than when one came into it” is an objective
which many might say they espouse, but which, in the judgment of their peers, I
suspect relatively few attain. Of the hundreds, probably thousands, of people
with whom Bill came in contact during his varied and interesting life, I cannot
imagine one solitary person expressing doubt that Bill was one of those few.

It was impossible not to be touched by the essential goodness of the man, to be
enthused by his realistic brand of optimism, to be jolted, even, by his creative
thinking and energy. No wonder he was so deeply admired and fondly regarded
by all the students who were lucky enough to come under his tutelage, however
briefly, over the years.

For my part, I regard it as a privilege to have known him. Apart from anything
else, Bill will be sorely missed on the Council of the College of Fellows of the
Public Relations Institute. Our sense of loss would have been conveyed to you by
the Officer of the College, Geoff Holden of Adelaide. Geoff and I were the two
main beneficiaries of Bill’s generosity and unfailing courtesy when the College
met in Perth during the PRIA/IPRA Convention in 1994 — at a time when Bill’s
first priority was your comfort during what we guessed was a more difficult
recuperation for you than he would have admitted.

Among my prized possessions is a lapel badge from the 1981 (Sydney) PRIA
Convention: Bill used it to release me from Victoria and confer on me honorary
citizenship of the Kingdom of WA — (signed “Charles Court”). From now on,
while retaining its value as a memento of that occasion, it will never fail to
remind me, as will other, less tangible things, of one of the finest men I have had
the good fortune to know.

Please accept my sincere condolences.

-
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PASSING OF A NOTED ROSTRUMIAN

Bill Mitchell would have met Kipling's criterion.
(By Freemen Ted Joll and Neil Durston.)

When Kipling wrote his much-quoted
poem ‘If’ he must have had in mind a
person like William Willaton (Bill)
Mitchell, who died on July 15, aged 73,

" after a notable career with Club No 5—

and an even more distinguished one as
journalist, political adviser, public re-
lations consultant and lecturer at Curtin
University.

‘If you can meet with triumph and dis-
aster and treat those two impostors just
the same’ wrote the poet. Bill proved that
he could, particulady in 1966. That year
he courageously faced a big audience in
the Speaker of the Year final, giving no
hint that his home bad been burnt to the
ground just days previously.

He was announced the winner, but noth-
ing ever went to Bill’s head. Whatever the
circumstances, Bill emained his cheerful,
friendly self, ever belpful to others and
keeping his own troubles out of sight.

The year 1966 was not the only one in
which he met disaster. While serving in
World War II at Morotai, where big Al-
lied forces were assembled for the assault
on Borneo, he was one of many who con-
tracted pulmonary tuberculosis and was
flown to Heidelberg hospital in Melbourne
where the disease was brought under con-
trol.

Bill resumed work with the Ballarat
‘Courier’ with which he had started work
in 1939 and began apart-time degree with
Melbourne University, but his health was
not equal to the heavy work-load and he
abaridoned studies. Transferring to the
ABC, he was sent to Perth in 1947 as part
of a small team to begin the commission’s

independent news service when infection
again broke out.

Haemorrhaging badly from the lungs,
he was rushed to Hollywood Hospital,
where he spent two years. His treatment
involved the new drug streptomycin (he
was said to be the first in WA to get it)
and it proved to be the tuming-point.

After his discharge, TB never again se-
riously troubled him. When taken to hos-
pital for his final illness his death was due
to prostate cancer.

With his customary public spirit, Bill

representatives from Rostrum, politics,
joumalism, churches and public relations.
Former Premier Sir Charles Court gave
the eulogy, in which he warmly praised
Bill’s service to his profession and the
State, which had earned him fellowship
of the Public Relations Institute of
Australia and the OBE.

In his family misfortunes, Bill found the
same support and friendship he had al-
ways given to others in difficulty. Mavis,
his wife of more than 50 years, referred
with deep appreciation to the ‘wealth of
friendship’ revealed after the fire of 1966
— particularly the way Bill’s Rostrum col-
leagues rallied round him.

Bill's life was one of colourful and var-
ied experience. He was born in China on
October 15, 1922, in the open treaty port
of Tientsen (now Tianjin) where his fa-
ther was a Maritime Customs official em-
ployed by the British Government, which
like other European Powers had wrung
concessions from a weak Chinese Govern-
ment. Bill’s parents were Australian. In
1929 his mother returned with him and

his brother to Ballarat, their home town -

and when she became ill the boys were
placed as boarders with the C of E Gram-
mar School.

At 17 he began as a cadet journalist on
the Ballarat ‘Courier’ — a career broken
by four-and-a-half years in the AIF and a
long hospitalisation.

Though his career with the ABC in
Perth was even more seriously broken by
ill-health, he nevertheless saw five years
of strenuous activity as reporter and
sub-editor.

Wedged into this busy life were whole-
hearted participation in the cause of Moral
Re-armament, weekend jaunts in his
well-kept 1923 Buick and membership of
No. 1 Rostrum Club, which he joined in
1949 for a short while just after its foun-
dation. In 1954 he joined the ‘West Aus-
tralian’ newspaper, rising to chief politi-
cal reporter — a job that led, as it has with
others, to a Government media post.

As the first State Public Relations
Director, he was responsible to Premier

later Sir David) Brand, with whom he

media and public, film scripts and a strearn
of publications. He wrote every WA
Government policy statement for a decade.

Meanwhile, in 1959, he rejoined Ros-
trum as a member of No. 5 Club and par-
ticipated enthusiastically in club and wider
Rostrum activities, including ‘A’ Grade
debates and No. 5’s achievements in
Rottnest decathlon competition for more
than 10 years. He designed the cover for
‘Take the Chair’, Rostrum’s first and most
successful publication.

After he left Government service in
1969, he travelled abroad. On his return,
his many speeches on the world scene were

everywhere well received — particularly

one he gave at Forrest House to a big au-
dience at the 500 Club (of senior Rostrum
members).

“...Rostrum colleagues
rallied round him”

For the last 25 years he has been in pri-
vate practice, as a consultant, but taper-
ing off his work-load more recently. His
wide experience in public relations saw
him appointed in 1988 to develop the Pub-
lic Relations Course at Curtin University
— posting that saw enrolment in PR units
rise from 80 per semester to 400 over six
years, He retired as full-time controller in
1993.

Bill might well have found a niche in
academia earlier had not his bout with TB
forced him to give up studies with Mel-
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WILLIAM WILLATON MITCHELL

When the 1959 WA General Election
produced the Coalition Government
under Sir David Brand, Bill accepted an

It is with the kind permission of Sir
Charles Court KCMG OBE that a
summary of his eulogy to our friend,

mentor and colleague is reproduced.

William Willaton Mitchell OBE, FPRIA
was born in China, October 15, 1922. He
died Perth, Western Australia 15th July

appointment as the Western Australian
State  Government’s first Public
Relations Director. In this position, he
was responsible directly to the Premier
and was a tower of strength, not only to

the Premier, but to any of his Ministers
who had a particular need.

1996.

Bill was a very special person. His was a
remarkable career. He sought no fame, but
set very high standards for himself. He
achieved much and influenced great
numbers of people and causes, including
many of us in public relations.

Bill was a clear thinker, unperturbed in a
crisis and a master of strategies when it
came to presenting a story to the Cabinet,
or to the media, or the public.

By arrangement with the Premier, David
Brand, Bill was made available to Charles
Court in his capacity as Minister for
Industrial Development and the North
West.

Most always regarded Bill as a ‘Died in
the Wool’ Western Australian. In fact, he
came here after being educated at the
Ballarat Church of England Grammar
School, 1929/39. After this he started his

royal visits to Western Australia and
service to Governors General and two
State Governors.

In 1984, Bill received the Colin Waldon

career in journalism at ‘The Courier’,

Ballarat, Victoria.

By 1941 he had commenced four and a

half years war service with the AIF.

Typical of Bill Mitchell, he became self

trained in electronics during his service in
signals. Also typical of Bill, in clerical

mode, he redesigned the ordinance stock

records system. After service in Australia,
Port Moresby, Lae and Morotai, he
returned to “The Courier’.

He was sent to Perth with a small team of

journalists by the Australian Broadcasting
Commission to start the ABC News
Service in WA in 1947 where he served
seven years as reporter, roundsman,
sub-editor and regional journalist.

In 1954 he joined ‘The West Australian’
where he served 3 years as shipping

roundsman during the turbulent years of

waterfront unrest. His service also

included covering the establishment of

the Kwinana Industrial Area and Monte
Bello Atomic Tests. He covered these
tests in both ‘The West Australian’

Bill’s talents and his energies seemed to
be inexhaustible. Millions of words in
speeches, media statements, film scripts,
interstate, national and international
submissions and other forms of
communication followed.

It is significant that all of the State’s
policy speeches from 1962 to 1983 were
written by Bill. He did this in his proper
capacity and with proper regard and
respect for his official role, but it must be
said that there were more times when Bill
was having to prompt and inspire some
Ministers than the other way around.
They all learnt to respect and value his
Jjudgement.

In 1969 he left Government service and it
was in 1970 that he started WW Mitchell
and Associates as a public relations and
policy consultancy. In this capacity he
gave advice and service, not only to State
Government but to major firms operating
locally and nationally.

Bill was employed on contract as an
adviser and consultant to the Premier
Charles Court from 1974 to 1982 - a very
effective, smooth and harmonious

Award from the PRIA (WA). This was a
memorable award, and given with a lot of
sincerity and applause by the Institute and
its members, “for an outstanding
contribution to the field of Public
Relations in Western Australia.”

In 1988 Bill took over the development of
the Public Relations degree course in the
Curtin University Business School. He
was instrumental in the development of
public relations curricula and left his mark
on many who have graduated and are
working in the field.

In 1993/94 Bill joined with an associate
firm to undetake a successful campaign
known as “RAGE” (Retailers Against
Government Enterprise) which was a State
finalist in The Awards for Excellence by
the PRIA (WA).

Above all else, Bill Mitchell was a person
of great Christian principles and a great
patriot. He was blessed with a wonderful
wife, Mavis and together they brought up
a loving family believing in
responsibilities  before  rights and
7-'"(")% hefore  exnediencs Rills
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Student PR award

i Norci - Wit

honours late lecturer

William Mitchell, or Bill as he
liked to be known, is remembered
as a dedicated and influential per-
sonality within Curtin’s School of
Public Relations. His passion for
his subject was legendary amongst
his colleagues and, indeed, the
wider University.

Now sadly deceased, Curtin’s
PR School in conjunction with the
Public Relations Institute of
Australia (PRIA) has honoured
Bill by announcing that the stu-
dent award at PRIA’s annual
Golden Target Awards has been
renamed the WW Mitchell
Student of the Ycar.

This category is open to both
Curtin and Edith Cowan
University public relations stu-
dents.

Fittingly, this year’s winner
was Curtin graduate Jo Ann
Blizzard, who had Bill Mitchell as
a mentor during her studies at
Curtin.

“Bill Mitchell was an inspira-
tion to anyone who took his class-
es,” she said.

“He took mc for my first year
units and, later in my degree,
marked my thesis.

“I remember him very fondly
and I am extremely proud to win
the inaugural award that honours
him.”

Proud also of the success of
Curtin. nublic relations lecturer

John Allert pointed out that, over
the five years that the awards have
been running, the student of the
year award had always been given
to a Curtin student.

“Curtin students have done
themselves proud by winning it

- each year,” he said.

“To win the award, Ms
Blizzard had to have an outstand-
ing academic history and make a
presentation in front of PRIA
members.

“To her credit, she excelled in
all areas and -we are extremely
happy that, in the inaugural year
of the WW Mitchell Award, it was
Ms Blizzard who took the hon-
ours.”

However, the award took its
winner completely by surprise.

“I had no idea I would win - not
even on the night,” Blizzard said.

“I was so surprised, the compe-
tition was extremely tough and
when they announced the award 1
just couldn’t believe it.”

Blizzard’s advice to other
budding PR studcnts is to do
internships at every available
opportunity.

“I did an internship with a man
named Bob Willoughby,” she
said.

“Now that I have graduated 1
am working with him at Assert
Marketing and Public Relations,

" doineg what T Tove to do.”
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ATRADITION OF TRUST L
OWRA £ O’D
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
(Est. 1888)

68 Stirling Strect Perth 6000
Telephone (09) 328 7299
Facsimile 227 6469

25th September, 1996 ' 3

.Mrs Mavis Mitchell
9 Elgon Hill
WILLETTON ‘WA 6155

.+ Dear Mrs. Mitchell,

On behalf of the Directors of the Company please accept our
. sympathy on your recent loss.

To celebrate the memory of this life, we have arranged for ‘ B
a tree to be planted as a living memorial. While we cannot TG
tell you the exact position of the tree, be assured, that ' PR

through the efforts of Men of The Trees W. A Inc. it has been
placed where the need 1s greatest.

One of the most fitting memories to the memory of a loved one
is the planting of a tree and we trust you will share the
satisfaction of knowing that for many years to come it will
bring beauty to the countryside and, just as important, it
is a visible ecological investment in the future.

Enclosed for your keeping is a Certificate which signifies
fulfillment of your living memorial.

Sincerely
/"' o~ <.

J M 0'Dea Jnr
Director.
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When the University have completed their research his ashes will be
buried in the Rose Garden at Karrakatta Cemetary as near as

possible to those of his son Douglas Robert who died 21% July 1953
aged 6 months.

A simple plaque will commemorate the final resting place of William
Willaton Mitchell.
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