
Audrey’s Story 
 

Audrey Jean McFee, born 20th Dec 1922, youngest daughter of 
Evan and Albert Renshaw of Yarra St Geelong.  Had a carefree and 
happy childhood along with her brother Albert and two older 
sisters, Enid and Mavis.  They attended South Geelong Methodist 
Sunday School and Church, situated just around the corner from 
where the family lived. 
Audrey was educated at the South Geelong State School and later 
attended high school to complete her education – all within 
walking distance from home. 
Audrey took up dressmaking working for a Miss Sadler, at 6 
shillings a week, and nearly completed her course when her 
mother died after a short illness. 
Audrey’s father was working in New Guinea as a building 
inspector and training natives there for war, as it was advancing 
south and to Australia. 
It was in 1947, when Audrey was talking to some work mates, that 
she mentioned about places for a holiday.  Phillip Island sounded 
very attractive. 
So with a cousin Shirley and a friend Ann, decided to spend their 
coming Xmas holidays there staying at ‘New Hollydene’ guest 
house in Cowes, Phillip Island.  
After many trips to Geelong by Stan on his Harley Davidson motor 
bike they were married in 1950 at South Geelong church.   
Stan built their new home woolshed and Chicory kiln on their 
farm.  The farm joined up with other McFee properties along Long 
Point Rd at Ryll, later renamed McFees Rd, after  Stan’s father 
who had three times been elected Shire President of Phillip Island 
and San Remo. 
Audrey and Stan called their property Island Heights because of 
its lovely scenic views of the Island and the mainland. 
 

Audrey soon adjusted to country life and enjoyed it. 
There were five children – Peter, Ann, Jill, William (Bill) and 
John. 
It was a happy marriage but not without sadness.  In 1956, they 
lost a daughter Ann at 19 months in a tragedy. 
Stan saw to it that his children played lots of sport – especially 
cricket as the McFee families were noted for it.  Also shooting 
in the Field and Game Association (even Jill).     
In 1975, due to interest shown by tourists, Audrey decided to 
open up the kiln to the public during the holidays and schools 
and groups the rest of the year.  Shirley Renshaw made a film 
on chicory farming and Audrey put on the commentary. 
This proved a great attraction, especially when the kiln at that 
time of year wasn’t being used. 
There was always the product of coffee and chicory to drink 
which mainly older people use today. 
Year 1984 brought the closure of chicory farming on the Island 
and the kiln. 
In 1968 Stan sold most of his farmland and went into the 
building trade - building many homes on the island and San 
Remo, and later employing his youngest son John. 
Sadly, in 1981, Stan died of a sudden heart attack, while duck 
shooting at Lake Labert Victoria, aged 55 years. 
Peter and Bill work together installing home theatre satellite 
systems at Cowes. 
Jill is a nurse and lives at Ventnor. 
There are thirteen grandchildren and Audrey is looking 
forward to the event of two great grandchildren to be born in 
the second half of 2006. These are the next generations of “We 
Shook The Family Tree Again and Again”! 
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